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Abstract (from box cover):

Seventeen-year-old Alike lives with her parents and younger sister in Brooklyn’s Fort Greene neighborhood. She has a flair for poetry, and is quietly embracing her identity as a lesbian. But whenever Alike’s development becomes a topic of discussion at home, her parents’ already strained marriage is pushed to the breaking point. Wondering how much she can confide in her family, Alike strives to get through adolescence with grace, humor, and tenacity—sometimes succeeding, sometimes not, but always moving forward.
Cast:

Alike (Adepero Oduye)

Audrey (Kim Wayans)

Laura (Pernell Walker)  

Bina (Aasha Davis) 

Arthur (Charles Parnell)

Sharonda (Sahra Mellesse)

Candace (Shamika Cotton)

Mack (Ray Anthony Thomas)

Mika (Afton Williamson)

Mrs. Alvarado (Zabryna Guevara)

Mrs. Singletary (Kim Sykes)

Sock (Rob Morgan)

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How does Rees use unusual film form to tell Alike’s story in Pariah? Does it differ from the unusual film styles of Micheaux, Blaxploitation, and LA Rebellion films? If so, how?

2.  How does the city function in Pariah? Find examples from the films to support your observations.
3.  How do race, gender, sexuality, and class intersect in Pariah? Find examples from the film to support your observations. Discuss examples from the film.
4.  How do Set It Off and Just Another Girl on the IRT compare as sites of sexuality and gender? As sites of black female spectatorship? Find examples from the films to support your points.
5.  Why is Pariah historically significant? How does it compare to Cheryl Dunye’s The Watermelon Woman?
